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Assassinations Probe Travels 


By L, STUART DITZEN 

Bulletin Washington Bureau 
Washington — A congressional in- 
vestigation of the assassinations of 
John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King has been so fouled by bungles 
and bad publicity that it is being re- 
garded by some here as little more 
than a media spectacle. 

Compounding things, it became 
clear last week that the chairman of 
the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations, Henry B. Gonzales (D-Tex), 
and the committee’s chief counsel, 
Richard A. Sprague, aren’t commu- 
nicating with each other. 

One manifestation of this was that 
Sprague — without Gonzalez’s knowl- 
edge — put 23 persons on the com- 
mittee payroll on Jan. 1, just as the 
committee was running out of money. 

Gonzalez was embarrassed to learn 
of the hirings from a House Rules 
Committee member at a point when 
he was asking the Rules Committee to 
permit the Assassinations Committee 
to continue operations. 

Asked if a parting of the ways with 
Sprague is at hand, Gonzalez told The 
Bulletin: “No decision along that line 
would I want to make unilaterally . . . 
It (Sprague) is an issue whether we 
like it or not that inescapably con- 
fronts the committee.” 

Sprague, former first assistant dis- 
trict attorney of Philadelphia, has be- 
come a' focal point in the controversy 
over whether the Assassinations Com- 
mittee should continue operations. 

In order to get out of the limelight, 
Sprague stayed away from Washing- 
ton last week. But in his place, Gonza- 


lez emerged as a figure of con- 
troversy. 

No sooner had the House voted on 
Wednesday night to keep the Assassi- 
nations Committee alive for two more 
months than Gonzalez set off a storm 
by telling a reporter from the New 
York Post that conspiracies were in- 
volved in the deaths of both Kennedy 
and King. 

The next day, he backed off, saying 
the Post story was “a little bit sensa- 
tionalized.” 


The actual situation, Gonzalez ex- 
plained, was that new witnesses had 
been found in the Kennedy and King 
cases. The witnesses had information 
that pointed to conspiracy, but their 
credibility had not been determined, 
he said. 

Gonzales went so far a few years ago 
as to write the forward for a book ti- 
tled “Coup d’Etat in America: The 
CIA and the Assassination of John F. 
Kennedy. 1 ’ 

The book, by Alan J. Weberman and 




Michael L. Canfield, speculated that 
CIA men E. Howard Hunt and Frank 
Sturgis were present — disguised as 
hobos — in Dallas when Kennedy was 
shot. 

Gonzalez was in Kennedy's motor- 
cade in Dallas, and it was he who first 
proposed in 1973 that the House under- 
take a review of the assassination. 

In the four months the Assassina- 
tions Committee has been in exist- 
ence, Gonzalez has put in a puzzling 
performance. He has contradicted 


himself oo the committee budget He 
has blamed the committee's former 
chairman, retired Rep. Thomas N. 
Dov^g2<D-Va), for the committee's 
troubles** He has told reporters “con- 
tracts" im but on his life — unrelated 
to the assassination probe. And he has 
said her wants to 'run the Assassina- 
tions Committee in a low-key, de- 
corous manner — but he talks endless- 
ly to the press. 

Downing hired Sprague. And 
Sprague came to Washington billed as 
the man who always gets his man, the 
man who sent United Mines Workers 
boss W. A. (Tony) Boyle to prison for 
murder. 



Richard A* Sprague 
. . .stays out of Washington 


Sprague quickly siezed command. 
He began ambitious plans — with 
Downing's blessing — to hire 170 staff 
workers. He drew up a $6.5 million 
budge! Gonzalez expressed reserva- 
tions, but he voted in favor of the 
budget along with all the other com- 
mittee members. 

But the budget ran into stiff opposi- 
tion in the full House. The Assassina- 
tions Committee members, one by 
one, backed away from it. 

Gonzalez now says he disapproved 
of the budget from the start. 

Sprague offended some members of 
congress by coming to Washington 
and announcing he wasn't going to 
play by Washington' rules. 

He sought publicity, and some con- 
gressmen began saying Sprague was 
running away with the committee. 
They criticized his plans to secretly 
use lie detection devices on witnesses. ? 

A number of veteran Washington re- 
porters also took a dislike to Sprague. 


One, David Burnham of the New York 
Times said openly he didn't think 
Sprague should run the investigations. 
He wrote a story citing controversies 
Sprague had been involved in in Phila- 
delphia including the Applegate case 
— when Sprague recommended that 
no charge be brought against the son 
of former Delaware County Chief of 
Detectives Rocco Urella in a homi- 
cide. 

Sprague said — and got some of the 
Assassinations Committee members 
to agree with him — that Burnham 
had done a “hatchet job" on him. 
Most of the committee members still 
are backing Sprague — at least in 
their public statements. 

Sprague reportedly has no plans to 
quit unless the committee restricts 
him too tightly in running the in- 
vestigations. 

But Sprague and Gonzalez still have 
different ideas about the in- 
vestigations — and they haven't been 
talking to each other about them. 


